BA (Hons) Art & Design
Birmingham School of Art 

Additional costs for this course
We have provided you with a breakdown of the essential costs and the optional costs which are dependent on your budget.

Please note that your marks are not a reflection of how much you spend, so a student who spends less than the estimated costs won’t be marked down, compared to a student who spends more.
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Materials for technical modules
For your first year practical modules you will be provided with the materials necessary to explore taught workshop sessions, such as metal, wood, plastic, digital print and printing inks. 

The course is very student centred, so depending on the decisions you make you will need to set aside money for equipment and materials.  Previous students have spent money on large format prints; specialist print making materials; wood/metal/plastics; casting; audio visual storage.

On average a budget of £3,000 for the duration of the course is sufficient; although some students may spend more or less depending on the choices they make.
The School pays for the associated build costs for the final degree show, staged at Margaret Street. 

Equipment and consumables
There are no requirements for you to provide your own equipment prior to the course beyond basic Art & Design consumables as we have excellent facilities, although it would be beneficial for students to own a decent Digital SLR camera. 

It is important to remember that you can borrow expensive equipment from within the University which includes digital audio/visual items. However, we recommend you purchase insurance for any valuable equipment that you own, a budget of around £80 per year is typical depending on the value of the item. 

Books
Access to key texts and specialist journals and magazines will be reference in your course literature. Occasionally specific reading material will need to be purchased however, we cover the cost of journals and magazine subscriptions which are easily accessible to students across all campuses.  Books purchases should not exceed £400 for new purchases over the course duration, although many texts are available to purchase second hand on multiple reliable websites. 

We have reading lists for each module on the course, the vast majority of which is available for free from our digital library.

Laptops and Software
It is not essential for you to purchase your own laptop (PC or Mac), as you can also borrow a laptop from the university or use one of our shared computer rooms.  Laptops may be borrowed for free for up to six hours and may be found at the following locations: Curzon building, Millennium Point, Parkside building, the School of Jewellery and Margaret Street (Birmingham School of Art). Most students do prefer to have their own laptops, and we suggest you allow about £300 to £1200 for this, dependent on your preferences and budget. Apple also offer a discount on laptops for UK students: go to Apple for Education for more details.

You’ll also be provided with a free account for Lynda.com worth £227.40.

Microsoft Office 365 and 1TB of OneDrive cloud storage space is provided free to all students. 

Printing
Our on-campus print facility can produce high-quality prints for your portfolio and assignments on an at-cost basis, this is significantly cheaper than what external providers might charge and is easily accessible.

It is worth noting that individual creative outputs will vary enormously and as such costs associated with the production and dissemination of such work will also vary significantly. 
 
Field trips
Many exhibitions staged in Birmingham have free entry and this can be said of many other institutions in the UK. Occasionally exhibition entry costs in the region of £10 each may be required. Many students travel to London and to other cities to see exhibitions, this will involve travel costs and we recommend budgeting, on average £200, for per year. 

We also organise a 3-5 day optional national or international trip and destinations have included: Berlin, Barcelona, Venice, Paris & New York. A budget of around £500 covers travel and accommodation to most European destinations with an £800 estimate for a New York residential trip.

