BSc (Hons) Gemmology & Jewellery Studies
School of Jewellery

Additional costs for this course
We have provided you with a breakdown of the essential costs and the optional costs which are dependent on your budget.

Please note that your marks are not a reflection of how much you spend, so a student who spends less than the estimated costs won’t be marked down, compared to a student who spends more.

Materials for technical modules
Throughout your course you will find a number of additional items which will not be included within your course fees. 

You will need to buy a set of basic gemmological tools at the start of the course. This will total around £250, but you will have these instruments for the rest of your gemmological career.

[bookmark: _GoBack]You are very likely to purchase some gemstones throughout the course as Gemmology students tend to begin building up a personal collection, often purchased at auctions. 

We have a wide range of gemmological books and journals within our library, and a good range of reference materials in the gemmology workspaces. 

Laptops and Software
In the first year of your course it is not essential for you to purchase your own laptop (PC or Mac), as you can also borrow a laptop from the university or use one of our shared computer rooms.  Laptops may be borrowed for free for up to six hours and may be found at the following locations: Curzon building, Millennium Point, Parkside building, the School of Jewellery and Margaret Street (Birmingham School of Art). Most students do prefer to have their own laptops, and we suggest you allow about £300 to £1,200 for this, dependent on your preferences and budget. Apple also offer a discount on laptops for UK students: go to Apple for Education for more details.

In the second and third year of your course, you will require your own laptop to run various pieces of laboratory software, store your photographic images, and create your stone file book.  We recommend a computer with over 1GB memory and a large enough hard drive to access relevant software. For Apple computers a budget of £1,000 to £1,500 is typical. 

Laptops may be borrowed for free for up to six hours and may be found at the following locations: Curzon building, Millennium Point, Parkside building, the School of Jewellery and Margaret Street (Birmingham School of Art).  

You’ll also be provided with a free account for Lynda.com worth £227.40.

Microsoft Office 365 and 1TB of OneDrive cloud storage space is provided free to all students

Printing
In an effort to minimise print costs, much of your work will be submitted electronically. 

However there will be occasional requirements to print documents, and in the second year you will provide a bound book of your own stone testing results. This costs about £100-£150 to print and bind.

Field trips 
You’ll enjoy trips to exhibitions, museums, trade shows, laboratories, and a geology field trip to a mining location. Currently these are all in the UK, although may extend further afield in future.

We publicise dates as far in advance as possible, in order to take advantage of early booking travel deals.

The average overall spend on travel costs and entrance fees is about £400 over the three years of the course (only for UK trips, international trips excluded).


